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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MORG, MOPS, KS, US 

SUBJECT: MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE LANDING EXERCISE (MAFLEX) 
FOR AMBASSADOR FROM RICH 

REF: SEOUL 3217 

1 . SINCE OUR DISCUSSION OF MAFLEX BEFORE YOUR 
DEPARTURE, WE HAVE NOW LEARNED THAT EARLIER PLANS FOR 
THREE-BATTALION EXERCISE HAVE NOW BEEN SCRUBBED BY MARINE 
CORPS AND THAT MAFLEX WILL NOW BE ONLY A ONE-BATTALION 
EXERCISE AS CONDUCTED IN PREVIOUS YEARS IN POHANG AREA. 

2. SINCE THIS WOULD SEEM TO REMOVE ALL MAJOR MILITARY 
REASONS FOR NEEDING TO CONDUCT THE EXERCISE IN THE NORTH 
NEAR KANGNUNG, WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD ASCERTAIN 
CURRENT THINKING IN UNC. DEFENSE HERE STILL SEEMS TO 
ASSUME EXERCISE SHOULD BE IN KANGNUNG AREA IN 
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FULFILLMENT OF OUR 10TH SCM COMMITMENT TO MORE FREQUENT 
AND MORE VISIBLE MILITARY EXERCISES. 

3. WE IN EA ARE STILL DUBIOUS ABOUT ANOTHER EXERCISE 
NEAR DMZ AREA SO SOON AFTER HIGHLY VISIBLE TEAM SPIRIT 78. 
AWACS DEPLOYMENT (SEPTEL) TO WESTPAC AND KOREA 
DEMONSTRATION WILL ALSO FALL IN SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER TIME 
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PERIOD AND THEREFORE DEMONSTRATION EFFECT OF MAFLEX AT 
THIS TIME MAY NOT BE NEEDED. WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR 
FURTHER INSIGHTS BEFORE TAKING UP AGAIN WITH DOD THE 
OPTION OF MOVING MAFLEX BACK SOUTH TO THE POHANG AREA. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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